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THE PERFECT HOME IN KILKENNY —
AN'EXCITING ECO BUILD
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crasiomally in Dulblin vou can feel
like wou have seen it all, know
ey sirest cormer angd  are
familiar with every spot. And then v
can turm a cormer, near the dlv centre
and close 10 the Mater Hospital and go
down 5 quict hitle side streer and have
all wourr preconceptions. blown o of the
water. This is exactly whot happened to
German architect Stefan Hoeckenreines
and his banker wife Marting Walsh thres
years ago when they came across a
Victorian redbrick house on Geraldine
Streel, MATHINR  EAVE Wi
immediately taken with the howse and
the area is full of charm with a real
community fesl vet T can walk o work in
fitteen minutes

SEETE

The sireer is lined with red bnck villas
which bhoave dotey litile front gardens hall
of carefully tended Aosers and greensm.
Similar w0 the other houses hrom the
putside, onoe vou are threegh ihe oot
doar however, it ix clear a radical
rranslformation has aken place. When
they bought the howse in January 2005
they were leoking tor a renovabisn
prnject, something which would wiklise
Stelan’e skille ax an architect and ihat he
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They cortaindy found thist bere - the
previous owner was an elderly lndy and

the hous¢ had not bheen towched in

=

/

[l ] = gtill
o i
Featiired ciiedi ac the oripinal Victorian

i Il."|.'-"| Irl =N,

i PRIy, A
Happal ]
Beavand ful

possessed  SOMme
plaster commice and a number of Ccast
irem bireplaces both in the living aress
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Wark bepan immedinely and theey
rented close by as the house was
compielely  uninhabitable Ly
stefan’s tralning and a dearnth of oo
builders they decikded o po down the
direct Imbossr romie  amd S fED
supervised and co=-ordisated all the work
himsell, Tnitisl werk cenired wround
repovating the entire house, inchading
removal of old p
reiboval and lowering of the odd flisors 1o
head-height in  the Eklichen,
rewiring, fimally
installing & gas fired underfioor I'iu_'.Ling
svglem. As they worked, planning
permmission  came  through for an
extensbon af the living space 1o 9% sg. m
and the installation ol a glazs roof o
alloww light through the seomh facing und
formerly dark kischen area. The
estenskon also allowed them to ki

dionwn the owi=ide wall of the kitchen and
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hueld a second bathmoom and bedroom
st 1he back.

The sucoess of the house Boweser B D
the wonderful coatrast berween obd and
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with such o Fumdamemial reconstmc
of the himase it could have begn templng
g applv a masdern style throasghout, ol
EVIER B0 FERTD an:d pttermpd & SOLNITY
oottage ook, Instemd wha

done I I'.'."|'i.'-.'||.'-.J both =ides of the

thew  Haave
hmuxes character: withont resofiing 1o &
mick look in esther The hall and from
|'|‘|IH.I.' FOOM shiowrase the besi o Lhe
orlginal howse with beantiful cormcing
aned a larpe  sash window sympathetic-
ally restored. The rear of the house with
a second reception moom, kilchen and
peww bedrocmibath has 3 modem feel
enhanced by the curied ceiling in the
socomd receplici room and the glass
reol in the kitchen, The
CpaCions and airy r.-.'pu;u” v &s thiere are

effect is
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The front livine aren is comfortable
and Bz a custom made hnen couch and
vwo oversized lenther chairs. Initially the
it s desminased by the laree bBiack
Vectorian casl iTom Hl‘l.'F-Iijl-_'_ It Wis
Maiting who ook the bold siep and one
day, agninst all advice, painted i1 an ofl
white. The efect was 1o immediately
brighien the room. The sectand receptaen
area. curmenthy used as g sty
umasual curved celling with & Valux
R p N[NEL 1,-..|'|:--_'EI allives the I'!]_'l'll i Hoes
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s &n

many original
fearures as ::-.'!rl!-.ll'l||_' they deciched agaiinst
thirosving out the granibe sill Frem the old
kitchén wall which had been knocked
and instead used [t as step joining the
secnnd receplion aren with the kilchen
The Nusxring ihroughout the dowmnstairs
i semil solid netural oak which provides
a pice fesling of coniinuiiy

Eager to retmin as

The kitchen is now thear Favourile pai
af the house. Appalled by the price ol
Irish firted kitchens Stefan nvestigated
German options and evepiually found a
supplier o high end kitchens lor a
thie price. He evenbualiy
decided o nstall high gloss cappuccins
cadour units from EARE Kitchens, The
ill:'l"-".ll waorks welk, angd with soft ol me
dJeek  cofoured
splashback it adds a touch ol uxe 10 the
house. Simee them Sefan has hpd so
many requests for similar ivpe Kilchens
he has expanded his business 1o Jmpeort
kttchens, In jpxtaposilion 15 ithe |'_|i!3-|'!-:"|
kitchien is a set of antique Bavarian tabde
and chairs, a family heirfoom, carelally
wansported from Muanich. These chairs
are AMEEITE mnEmaie.
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imeradibly well within this very modern
Kb T |_1ul,l‘i"-1|' i b i |L'I.‘|l| fEE sl onat oo
patic aren, home o a smabl herk garden
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(HT ihe klichen ihere is a shori
gormgor whach Hows nlo the masles
bathroam and second badvoom. The
master hathmom conmins crisp white
sanitary ware rom Duravit. The even
canny Stefan sourced most of these in
Cermany and had them shippesd oves
with no mishaps The natural sione
mosale tles behind ihe baith  are
pariscularty stunning. The secomd

hedronm has a doahle bed and s perfiac
bor gruests starving over with a full length
windinw looking vut vver the patio arca

Upstairs the low ceiling was resnoved
i "!'E.I'i.'l' o make wav bor p doubie
pltched ceiling with mool Jight in the

maister bedresamn an

s i ming. en sudie

(e bedronm s A L with barilr in
wardimf=es and & prelly {ast iron
I_|:i_'|l|.|-..l_'_ The en =uite iz in =tark
comrrast with the bedroom with blood
red walls and modem white bathroom
fittings from Keramag

After all ihe work and hard decisiors
ghis oouple have really Eallen in Bove with
their beantiful bome. According (o
Sietan what he s |1u.|1|lh.'.-l with b= the
=ende of achbevernent. " Tou really bond
swith & place after putting so masch work
and so much of vour heart 1ot i 1
becommes musch more then just a place 1o
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