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HOME TRUTHS
THE PROPERTY

Fdwardian red-brick terrace
LOCATION Dublin
ROOMS Hall, sitting room,
kitchen-diner, TV room, study,
cloakroom, four bedrooms

(one en suite), family bathroom

PURCHASED 2012
PREVIOUS PROPERTY

We owned a similar but smaller
house nearby before buying
this place, says Alja
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| The trench heating system with
oor vents was an idea we saw u

| extensively in Holland,’ says Alja. = ¥
 ‘tsunobtrusive and very efficient:\ &
. Rafflessofa, £2,70a, DePadova. Ercol |
.‘é_sm miﬂuﬁh,ia,ﬂm, est.co uk. Robert ¢
% Alley Bling chandelier, £1,200, Third S K
Reps, Lightyears|Caravaggio floor Vs
L rnpbry Cecilie Manz, £668, Skandium
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Designer pieces create a modern feel.
Metropolitan sofa, £2,500, Poliform
Origami coffee table, £249, West Eim

Sous Mon Arbre wall lamp, £500, Ligne

Roset. Bespoke rug from Rug Art
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| single wall with a bench in front instead of a solid island | L~ |_1 I
| —— will open up a space. And putting the hob on the workb}ench TR

s means you can face the dining area while cooking | li__“L ) |
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GROUND FLOOR

The layout of the oniginal

galley kitchen and flat-roofed

extension were impractical |

for the Krambergers. So they |

| decided to demolish them and

| build a more spacious structure
covering the whole widthof the |
house. The open-plan kitchen- |
diner is where the family like to

' hang out together and entertain,

and it’s linked to a relaxed seating

area via a small set of steps. '
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; i < 1deas and creanviany. lom and : ; > ! ; ;
' . i - : | and were impn::»,MJ with his idc byl | E : a | ! i
' s soon as Al Kramberger and husband Tom found out l<o botl found him extremely casy to work with. and |y f §
4 ; : WHer also botn VUL ' ' : e { [
[I the house next door was up for sale they put i an offer A rec Ptn-ctu Our ideas and E.lmih S TIceds .
- : g very recep ' : !
| We had grown our of cur smaller Victortan home and wa? i !_; '« master f‘h” fearured a light and spactous Kitchey ’
| 11 : o { Srefan's master plan e : z |
[- i sold it but with the Ih"LiMHH market uncertam at that . i with dining area added 1o the back of the Property ] i
- | i = e W [T (w - i
| tme, we decided o rent for a vear and see what would happen nu.Li - o onto the garden through a wall of tolding glass dears || )
[ s y W : = = AL ) r > s E rdian opening < ) L = k
.f ¢ "‘{‘i-f““ Alja. "We really liked this ne |5hlmu‘rhm_=d .mq the f;d‘dJ. C i‘ . have an outdoor room o W arm davs. and love ! |
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[ Once the sale was complete. the couple stood in the empty rooms “”mFLEd% \l;a The middle reception arca has become a T\ n "
| and could imagine their new home raking nhalpc around them The level,"adds Ay to th mnl;cn kitchen via a set of st l ‘ * - =%
= % _ e L - - = Tl 3 ! L8 ol « _ ce 1
two |.1r~.-;c tearure-hlled receprion arcas on the -:_rmll‘ld floor just roQm, A hich u:l'ﬂﬂttfi vindow to the exterior. it w 1
3 ' - : ser has a wing as imp
needed decorating, but the tiny galley kitchen with an extension of stairs. As it no Dﬂy»l' ]] : ke beicasied Lol 'Portany
= e 5 LFs S . vt as possible DO e Irc clsewhora
indeterminate use tacked on the end required a complete a rethink to fill it with as mUL‘ 18 “l*:l' P‘] o liehts and ol vhere
: . . -was achieved by installing large rool HENTS and clereston,
Aljahad a big bright, open-plan kitchen-diner that connected with This was achieved by 1 § d : lacing solid timl ]
e - - . g - wy R £ ‘I]SI":}]] '“"l '[_l,.III 8 JCII‘IE" SO 1im :'!R.‘I- -}JH_ ‘
the garden and living areas in mind °1I envisaged a very contemporary lighting 11 the new exte : b ot PR
in the doors between the two living areas with glass

kitchen for modern hiving. but I love the original features of the ] e shive Rl s
iy . ¥ . s Aoar : © 2 ) *three ramily bedre
house. so 1t was a case of carefully blending the new with the existing, On the floor above, the layout of the three tamily bedrooms
remained unchanged However, the couple decided to extend ang

she says. "It was important for us to preserve the history and period : ) .
atmosphere. yet bring the house into a modern era’ relocate the bathroom to take advantage of the half-level's sunny
Alja and Tom, who have two daughters Cait, 11, and Mia, 6. southwest-facing orientation, and also fadd a study and laund rY room.
knew all about the perils Dfﬂngic*gl-;;zed windows and lack of And by remodelling the attic area. Stefan created enough space
insulation through their experience living in a period property for a bright and generous sized hfdfi}ﬂ{]l with en-suite b.ul_lmcsm
“We needed a comfortable guest room for our friends and tamily

during the cold Irish winters. ‘We love old houses, but they need

careful planning to bring them up to modern comfort levels. visiting from my native Germany, exp!ainﬁ Alja

explains Alja. The couple hired architect Stefan Hoeckenreiner of “We planned everything very carefully so that the house would
Ambient Architecture ro come up with a complete reconfiguration flow naturally, be easy to use and comfortable to live in" concludes
of the house “We'd collaborated with Stefan on a previous project Alja. ‘But | have to admit, it surpassed even our expectations ' D3

FAVOURITE ITEM ‘llove the Patricia Urquiola bathtub. | spent a lot of time planning

.! this room because | wanted it to be contemporary, elegant and calm but with an element M ASTEREEDROO
J' of quirkiness, too. Once | found the bath, | based the whole scheme around it’ Thanks to the southwest-
facing window, Alja could
indulge herself in her
favourite shade of grey.

: | Industrial Task table lamp, £79,
West Elm. Henley bedstead,
£475, Feather & Black, would
suit this scheme

ATTIC BEDROOM
A pale palette and minimalist styling
helps maximises space and light.
’ : Nordli chest of two drawers, £55, would work

——————

here; Forsa table lamp, £15, both lkea

llnulllmiiilllu* .

offers a tranquil place 92 o . .
Tom and Alja towork. : . | ; _',,.———-H
fOxberg bookcase, £170: I

lkea, has this look.
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